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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

WILLIAM BURROW and OMA LOUISE 
BURROW, 

) 
) 
) 
) Plaintiffs, 

v. 
) CASE NO: _____ _ 
) 

FORJAS TAURUS S.A. and BRAZTECH 
INTERNATIONAL, L.C., 

) CLASS ACTION 
) 
) JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 
) Defendants. 
) 

CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 

COME NOW, the Plaintiffs William Burrow and Oma Louise Burrow ("Plaintiffs"), 

individually and on behalf of all others similarly situated, and assert their class action complaint 

against Defendants Forjas Taurus, S.A. and Braztech International, L.C. (collectively, "Taurus" 

or the "Taurus Defendants") and allege as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Plaintiffs bring this nationwide class action on behalf of themselves and all other 

individuals who own certain Revolvers which were designed, manufactured, assembled, 

imported, and marketed by the Taurus Defendants in Florida and distributed or sold by the 

Taurus Defendants in Florida and throughout the United States. For the purposes of the claims 

made herein, the Revolvers are considered an inherently dangerous commodity. 

2. All of the Revolvers contain at least one defect which renders them unreasonably 

dangerous and unfit for their intended use. As more fully described below, one of the two 

internal safety features that are intended to prevent the Revolvers in the event of a firing a 
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cartridge from hammer spur impact (a "drop-fire") is defectively designed and manufactured 

such that it is prone to malfunction, thereby not preventing a drop-fire. This defect can result in 

the Revolvers firing unexpectedly and against the intentions of the Revolver's handler. Upon 

information and belief, and based on reasonable investigation, this defect will repeatedly and 

verifiably manifest in the Revolvers. 

3. In addition, some of the Revolvers contain a second defect that causes the other 

internal safety feature to malfunction, thereby allowing a drop-fire to occur. In the Revolvers 

where this second defect is present, there is no internal safety feature or mechanism to prevent 

the Revolver from firing a cartridge from hammer spur impact. 

4. In filing this lawsuit, Plaintiffs and the Class Members do not disparage the 

Second Amendment's right to bear arms. Rather, Plaintiffs and the Class Members seek to hold 

accountable the Taillus Defendants for the design, lack of testing, manufacture, assembly, 

marketing, supply, warranty, distribution, misrepresentation, and sales of the Revolvers which 

are defective and unreasonably dangerous as described herein. Instead of impinging upon the 

Second Amendment, this lawsuit is brought by and on behalf of individuals who have lawfully 

exercised their Second Amendment right to bear arms. 

5. This class action alleges, among other things, violation of the Florida Deceptive 

and Unfair Trade Practices Act ("FDUTPA"), Fla. Stat. §§ 501.201 et seq., negligence, strict 

liability, breach of express warranties, breach of implied warranties, violation of the Magnuson­

Moss Warranty Act ("MMW A"), fraudulent inducement, suppression, negligent failure to 

disclose, failure to warn, concealment, misrepresentation, damages and declaratory relief in 

connection with the defects which are common to the Revolvers. The Taurus Defendants' 

conduct which gives rise to these causes of action encompasses the design, testing, manufacture, 
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assembly, marketing, supply, warranty, misrepresentation, concealment, distribution and/or sales 

of the Revolvers. 

6. The Revolvers are defective and unreasonably dangerous because the common 

design and manufacture of the Revolvers renders them prone to unintended discharge of the 

Revolvers. The defects result from the inadequate design, manufacturing, and testing of the 

Revolvers, and the continued failure of the Defendants to remedy the defects. The existence of 

one or both of the defects creates an unreasonably dangerous situation for a person owning 

and/or possessing a Revolver and substantially reduces or eliminates completely, the value of the 

Revolvers. 

7. The Taurus Defendants have never remedied the defects, have never issued an 

effective and complete warning to the public or recall of the Revolvers, and continue to falsely 

represent to the public that the Revolvers are safe and reliable. In fact, the Taurus Defendants are 

aware that individuals have been seriously injured as result of one or both of the defects, and it is 

only a matter of time before more individuals are seriously injured or killed. 

8. At all times relevant to this action, the Taurus Defendants had a duty to disclose 

and warn Plaintiffs and Class Members truthfully and accurately, and not to conceal or 

misrepresent such truth, about the defects. Notwithstanding this duty, and in violation thereof, 

the Taurus Defendants carelessly and negligently failed to disclose to and warl1 Plaintiffs and 

Class Members, and concealed and misrepresented the truth, about the Revolvers and the defects. 

9. At all relevant times to this action, the Taurus Defendants fraudulently concealed 

and intentionally failed to warn Plaintiffs and Class Members of the defects with the intent to 

deceive the Plaintiffs, Class Members, and general public without knowledge of the defects. The 

Taurus Defendants falsely and fraudulently represented to Plaintiffs and Class Members that 
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their Revolvers were safe for normal and intended use, when in fact their Revolvers were not 

safe for normal and intended use. 

10. At all relevant times to this action, the Taurus Defendants have willfully, 

knowingly, and/or recklessly committed unfair or deceptive acts or practices in Florida for the 

express willful purpose of wrongfully concealing the defects and their knowledge of it in 

violation ofthe FDUTPA. 

11. At all times relevant to this action, the Taurus Defendants conspired among 

themselves and with others to conceal from the public, Plaintiffs, and Class Members the defects 

the Taurus Defendants' efforts to understate or misrepresent the nature of the risk created by the 

defects. 

12. The defects are latent, and the Revolvers are defective in a way that would not be 

apparent to Plaintiffs and Class Members. Further, the cause of the defects originates from the 

common design and manufacture of the Revolvers, and Plaintiffs and Class Members would not 

and could not know ofthe defects by the exercise of reasonable diligence. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

13. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to the Class Action Fairness 

Act of 2005, 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(2) in that the amount in controversy exceeds $5,000,000, 

exclusive of interest and costs and diversity of citizenship exists between the named Plaintiffs 

and Defendants. This Court has supplemental jurisdiction over the state law claims asserted 

herein pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367. 

14. Diversity of citizenship exists m this case for purposes of subject matter 

jurisdiction. The named Plaintiffs are citizens of Alabama and none of the Taurus Defendants are 

citizens of Alabama. Defendant Braztech International, L.C. ("Braztech") is a citizen of Florida 
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as it was organized under Florida law and has its headquarters and/or principal places of business 

in Miami, Florida. Forjas Taurus, S.A. ("Forjas Taurus") is a citizen of Brazil as it is a Brazilian 

corporation with its principal place of business at Avenida de Forte, 511, Porto Alegre/RS, 

Brazil. 

15. This Court has personal jurisdiction over each of the Taurus Defendants. 

16. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Braztech because it is a Florida 

company, has its headquarters and/or principal places of business in Miami, Florida and is 

engaged directly and through its agents in systematic and ongoing business transactions in the 

State of Florida and within this District, including but not limited to, the design, testing, 

manufacture, import, assembly, marketing, supply, warranty, distribution, misrepresentation, and 

sales of the Revolvers as well as other conduct in Florida as described herein. 

17. This Court has specific and general personal jurisdiction over Defendant Forjas 

Taurus pursuant to the Florida long-arm statute, Fla. Stat. §§ 48.193(1)(a) & (2) (2013). 

Defendant Forjas Taurus, directly and by and through its agents, including but not limited to 

Defendants Taurus Manufacturing and Taurus Holdings, has engaged in systematic and ongoing 

business transactions in the State of Florida and within this District. Defendant Forjas Taurus, 

directly and by and through its agents, including but not limited to Defendants Taurus 

Manufacturing and Taurus Holdings, has had continuous and substantial business connections in 

the State of Florida, including, upon information and belief, conducting business with individuals 

located in this District. 

18. This Court has specific personal jurisdiction over Defendant Forjas Taurus 

because Defendant Forjas Taurus, directly and by and through its agents, including but not 

limited to Braztech, as more fully described herein, has: 
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(a) operated, conducted, engaged in, or carried out a business venture in the State of 

Florida, including but not limited to, manufacturing the Revolvers and other firearms in Brazil 

under the "Rossi" brand name, importing the Revolvers and other firearms under the "Rossi" 

and "Taurus" brand names from Brazil into the State of Florida, distributing the Revolvers and 

other firearms in Florida and throughout the United States under the "Rossi" and "Taurus" 

brand names, and receiving revenues from such importation and distribution of the Revolvers 

and other firearms under the "Rossi" and "Taurus" brand names, such that specific personal 

jurisdiction arises under Fla. Stat.§ 48.193(1)(a)(l); 

(b) committed various tortious acts within the State of Florida, including but not 

limited to, intentionally concealing the defects from Plaintiffs and Class Members residing 

inside and outside of Florida, such that specific personal jurisdiction arises under Fla. Stat. § 

48.193(1 )(a)(2); 

(c) caused injury to persons within the State of Florida while it was engaged in 

solicitation of service activities within the State of Florida, including but not limited to, injury 

to Class Members in Florida caused by the defects while Defendant Forjas Taurus solicited 

service activities within Florida, such that specific personal jurisdiction arises under Fla. Stat. § 

48.193(1)(a)(6)(a); and 

(d) caused injury to persons within the State of Florida arising out of an act or 

omission by it outside of the State of Florida while products, materials, or things processed, 

serviced, or manufactured by it in Brazil and elsewhere were used or consumed within the State 

of Florida in the ordinary course of commerce, trade, or use, including but not limited to, 

causing injuries to Class Members residing in Florida arising out of the design, manufacture, 

distribution, and marketing of Revolvers outside of Florida while Revolvers proc~8sed, 
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serviced, or manufactured by Defendant Forjas Taurus in Brazil and elsewhere were used or 

consumed within Florida in the ordinary course of commerce, trade, or use, such that specific 

personal jurisdiction arises under Fla. Stat.§ 48.193(1)(a)(6)(b). 

19. This Court has general personal jurisdiction over Defendant Forjas Taurus 

because, as described more fully herein, it has engaged in substantial and not isolated activity 

within the State of Florida, including but not limited to, the continuous, ongoing, extensive 

importation of thousands of Revolvers and other firearms into the State of Florida from Brazil 

under the "Rossi" and "Taurus" brand names and distributing the Revolvers and other firearms in 

Florida and throughout the United States under the "Rossi" and "Taurus" brand names, such that 

general personal jurisdiction arises under Fla. Stat. § 48.193(2). 

20. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 139l(b)(l) as to Braztech 

because it resides in this judicial district. Venue is further proper in this District pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. § 139l(b)(2), as to all the Taurus Defendants because as described herein a substantial 

part of the events or omissions giving rise to the claims asserted herein occurred in this judicial 

district. The Taurus Defendants regularly and systematically conduct business in Florida and in 

this judicial district, including but not limited to, the continuous, ongoing, extensive importation 

of thousands of Revolvers and other firearms into the State of Florida from Brazil under the 

"Rossi" and "Taurus" brand names and distributing the Revolvers and other firearms in Florida 

and throughout the United States under the "Rossi" and "Taurus" brand names. Moreover, upon 

and information belief, much of the challenged conduct surrounding the Taurus Defendants' 

defective Revolvers occurred or emanated from Florida. Upon information and belief, the fraud, 

deception, false promises, misrepresentations, and the knowing concealment, suppression, or 

omission of material facts in the distribution, sale, and/or advertisement of the Revolvers have 
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their origins in Florida. Upon information and belief, the corporate decision not to disclose, but 

rather to misrepresent, the known defects was made by the Taurus Defendants in Florida. In 

addition, venue is proper for the claims arising out of Florida's Deceptive and Unfair Trade 

Practices Act because the statute applies to any company engaging in any of the activities 

regulated by the FDUPTA within the State of Florida and as alleged herein each of the Taurus 

Defendants engaged in such activities within Florida. Venue is further proper in this District as 

to Defendant Forjas Taurus pursuant to 28 § 1391(c)(3) because it is a Brazilian corporation and 

a defendant not resident in the United States may be sued in any judicial district. 

PARTIES 

21. Plaintiff William Burrow is over the age of 21 and is a citizen of Jefferson 

County, Alabama. William Burrow is one of the owners of a Revolver, in particular a Rossi 

Model R351 02, which was designed, manufactured, assembled, to be tested, marketed, 

imported, warranted, distributed, and sold by the Taurus Defendants. 

22. Plaintiff Oma Louise Burrow is over the age of 21 and is a citizen of Jefferson 

County, Alabama. Oma Louise Burrow is one of the owners of a Revolver, in particular a Rossi 

Model R351 02, which was designed, manufactured, assembled, to be tested, marketed, 

imported, warranted, distributed, and sold by the Taurus Defendants. 

23. Defendant Forjas Taurus is a Brazilian corporation with its principal place of 

business at Avenida de Forte, 511, Porto Alegre/RS, Brazil and Forjas Taurus manufactures the 

Revolvers and other firearms in Brazil under the "Rossi" brand name and distributes the 

Revolvers and other firearms in Florida and throughout the United States under the "Rossi" 

brand name via Defendant Braztech. 
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24. Defendant Braztech is a Florida corporation, operating and conducting business in 

Florida. Defendant Braztech's principal place of business is in Miami, Florida. Braztech is in the 

business of manufacturing, selling, and distributing firearms, including the Revolvers, in Florida 

and throughout the United States. In addition, Braztech assembled, marketed, imported, and 

distributed the Revolvers in Florida and elsewhere. 

25. The Taurus Defendants' businesses and operations are intertwined, and they act as 

agents of each other in the design, manufacture, assembly, testing, distribution, sale, and 

warranty of the Revolvers and other firearms. The full nature and extent of their relationship has 

not been disclosed to the general public or to the Plaintiffs. Upon information and belief, the 

Taurus Defendants are contractually obligated for each other's liabilities. They are essentially 

one entity with regard to the allegations in this Complaint. 

COMMON FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

26. Defendant Forjas Taurus manufactures "Rossi" branded .38 Special revolvers and 

.357 Magnum revolvers in Sao Leopolda, Brazil. Defendant Braztech is the exclusive North 

American importer and distributor of Rossi firearms. 

The Revolvers 

27. The Revolvers are "Rossi" branded Models R35102, R35202, R85104, R97206, 

R97104, R46202, R46102, for use with .38 Special cartridges. The Revolvers' swing-out 

cylinder is designed to hold either five (5) or six (6) cartridges. They all have the same owner's 

manual. 

28. The Revolvers' design is intended to have two internal safety mechanisms to 

prevent the Revolver from firing a cartridge in the event of a hammer spur impact: 

9 
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a. Alignment of the hammer's "rebound slide seat" -- A metal tab located at the 

bottom of the hammer should align with the rebound slide's "hammer seat," a metal tab 

located on the top of the rebound slide. When the Revolver's hammer is in the rebound 

or rest position, away from contact with a chambered cartridge primer, the hammer seat 

and rebound slide seat should align and be in close contact with one another. From this 

aligned position, a blow on the Revolver's hammer spur would have to deform the 

hammer seat material and rebound slide seat material significantly in order for the 

hammer to rotate forward and fire a cartridge. The alignment of the two metal tabs 

prevents a drop-fire from occurring. 

b. A separate hammer block component is designed to slide in a machined interior 

groove made into the Revolver's side plate and to place a small plate of steel between the 

front face of the hammer and the frame of the revolver to prevent the revolver from firing 

from hammer impacts or drops. When the trigger is not being pulled, the hammer block 

is located in its up-most position. This position allows the hammer block plate to slide 

between the Revolver's hammer face and the frame. In this position, the hammer block 

plate prevents the hammer from coming forward to fire a cartridge if the hammer is 

driven forward by a drop or impact. When the trigger is pulled, a side post on the 

rebound slide travels in an angled groove at the end of the hammer block and pulls the 

hammer block down and away from its blocking position. As long as the trigger is pulled 

back, the hammer block stays down and the hammer can snap forward and fire a 

cartridge. 
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The Safety Defects 

29. The Revolver has two defects ("the Safety Defects") that render the internal safety 

mechanisms inoperable. 

30. Rebound Slide - Hammer Seat Defect: For the blocking function of the 

hammer seat - rebound slide seat alignment to be effective, the seats or tabs must be aligned 

vertically and fitted together to be in close contact when the hammer is in the rebound position. 

This fitting will provide the maximum material resistance to hammer rotation from a drop or 

sharp impact. The Revolvers suffer from a design and/or manufacturing defect in that the seats 

or tabs, which are metal injection molded components, are improperly fitted or shaped. As a 

result, the seats are not aligned and are misshaped so that the hammer can rotate forward and fire 

a cartridge even when the trigger is not pulled. 

31. Hammer Block Defect: Certain Revolvers suffer from a second design and/or 

manufacturing defect relating to the hammer block. In Revolvers with the Hammer Block 

Defect, the side plate has a hammer block groove that is too wide and angled forward too much. 

As a result, the location of the hammer block changes as it moves up-and-down and allows it to 

fall away from its normal blocking position and become trapped on the revolver's fame. When it 

becomes trapped, the hammer block does not return to the blocking position when the trigger is 

released and, therefore, does not prevent a drop-fire. 

32. All of the Revolvers have compromised safety mechanisms and are more 

susceptible to drop fires as a result of the Rebound Slide - Hammer Seat Defect. When the 

Revolvers have both the Rebound Slide- Hammer Seat Defect and the Hammer Block Defect, 

the internal safety mechanisms that should prevent a drop fire are completely ineffective. 

11 
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Defendants' Misrepresentation ' 

33. The Taurus Defendants claim in their owner's manuals that the Revolvers are 

equipped with safety features to prevent drop fire incidents: 

The hammer is of the rebounding type, in which the firing 
pin is not thrust into contact with the chambered cartridge 
except when the trigger is pulled. In addition, the hammer­
trigger mechanism incorporates an interior hammer block 
which interposes a block of steel between the hammer nose 
and primer. The hammer block is withdrawn only when 
the hammer is cocked, thus preventing an accidental 
discharge should the revolver be dropped, uncocked, and 
sustain a sharp blow on the hammer. 

Therefore, unlike most single-action revolvers, your Rossi 
revolver is mechanically safe when carried with the 
cylinder fully loaded. 

34. Despite these representations and assurances, the common design and 

manufacture of the Revolvers as described is defective and as a result the internal safety 

mechanisms are impaired or completely ineffective such that an unintended discharge is more 

likely when the Revolvers are dropped from a height at which the Revolvers are normally used. 

35. Since the design of the Rebound Slide - Hammer Seat Defect is common to all 

Revolvers and is found in all Revolvers, the use and/or maintenance of the Revolvers by 

Plaintiffs and Class Members have no effect on the defective design of the Revolvers and the 

damages resulting from the defective design. Furthermore, the defectively manufactured side 

plate hammer block groove (the Hammer Block Defect) is machine cut and is not impacted by 

the use and/or maintenance of the Revolvers by Plaintiffs and Class Members. 

36. The Revolvers have common latent design and manufacturing defects, namely the 

Rebound Slide - Hammer Seat Defect and the Hammer Block Defect, such that if the Revolvers 
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work as designed they are still defective and Plaintiffs and Class Members would still be due 

relief. 

Defendants' Knowledge of the Safety Defects 

37. Upon information and belief, for years, the Taurus Defendants have knowingly 

manufactured, marketed, and sold thousands of defective Revolvers with the Safety Defects to 

consumers throughout Florida and the United States. 

38. Upon information and belief, the Taurus Defendants consciously and intentionally 

decided not to recall and/or retrofit the defective Revolvers which they know are unreasonably 

dangerous and defective. 

39. Upon information and belief, discovery of internal documents from the 

Defendants will show that they have been aware of the problems with the Safety Defects since 

the early production of the Revolvers and such discovery will most likely reveal that Taurus has 

been aware of the Safety Defects since the Revolvers were first designed, manufactured, 

imported, tested, produced, and distributed in the United States. 

40. Defendants have not taken any steps to warn consumers in Florida or elsewhere in 

the United States about the dangers of using the Revolvers. 

41. The Safety Defects have manifested, sometimes causing serious bodily injury. 

The Defendants are and were aware of those manifestations (and upon information and belief, 

Defendants are and were aware of many more), but have refused to remedy the defects. 

42. Plaintiffs have filed this nationwide Class Action Complaint in order to seek 

declaratory relief and compensation for the damages of Plaintiffs and the proposed Class and to 

force the Taurus Defendants to act as responsible corporate citizens by educating their 

customers, the lawful possessors of the Revolvers and the public about the dangers of the 

13 



Case 1:16-cv-21606-XXXX Document 1 Entered on FLSD Docket 05/05/2016 Page 14 of 40 

Revolvers, repairing the defects in the Revolvers, or paying to allow the Plaintiffs and the 

proposed Class to replace the Revolvers and/or repair and replace the defects in the Revolvers on 

their own. 

PLAINTIFFS WlLLlAM AND OMA LOUISE BURROW FACTS 

43. Plaintiffs William Burrow and Oma Louise Burrow (the "Burrows") own one of 

the Revolvers, a Rossi model R35102 revolver, SIN EX43410. Mr. Burrow purchased the 

Revolver new from Academy Sports+ Outdoors on October 26, 2012 for $259.99 ("Plaintiffs' 

Revolver"). Plaintiffs' Revolver has the Safety Defects that are common to the Revolvers. 

44. While the Burrows' primary residence is in Jefferson County, Alabama, the 

Burrows also own a farm in north Alabama. When working on the farm, the Burrows sometimes 

encounter coyotes or wild dogs and need protection from same. Thus, the Burrows decided that 

they would purchase a handgun that would allow them to protect themselves from attack. The 

Burrows considered different guns but ultimately decided to purchase the Rossi model R35102 

revolver, SIN EX43410. The Burrows are safety conscious. A deciding factor in making this 

purchase were the Taurus Defendants' representations that "Rossi handguns are designed and 

made to offer maximum safety when correctly used," and that: 

Your Rossi revolver is equipped with an exposed hammer 
which serves as an immediate safety device, indicating 
instantly by sight or touch whether the revolver is cocked. 
The hammer is of the rebounding type, in which the firing 
pin is not thrust into contact with a chambered cartridge 
except when the trigger is pulled. In addition, the hammer­
trigger mechanism incorporates an internal hammer block 
which interposes a block of steel between the hammer nose 
and primer. The hammer block is withdrawn only when the 
hammer is cocked, thus preventing an accidental discharge 
should the revolver be dropped, uncocked, and sustain a 
sharp blow on the hammer. 
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Therefore, unlike most single - action revolvers, your Rossi 
revolver is mechanically safe when carried with the 
cylinder fully loaded. 
Finally the revolver cannot be cocked unless the cylinder is 
fully latched shut, nor can the cylinder be opened if the 
revolver is cocked. 

45. In February, 2014, the Burrows had spent the day working at their farm. They 

took the Plaintiffs' Revolver with them. The Plaintiffs' revolver was loaded and was secured in 

a holster, with the holster's strap securely fastened around the gun's hammer, as depicted here: 

At the end of the day, the Burrows arrived back home at their primary residence. Once parked in 

the garage, they began removing things from their vehicle to take inside the house. Among the 

things being so retrieved by Mrs. Burrow was the Plaintiffs' Revolver. As Mrs. Burrow was 

carrying the Plaintiffs' Revolver through the garage, she accidentally dropped it. The Plaintiffs' 

Revolver struck the garage's concrete floor and fired as a result. The bullet struck Mrs. Burrow 

in the vicinity of her knee. 1 At the time of the "drop-fire" incident, the Plaintiffs' Revolver was 

still secured in its holster as depicted above. A hole can now be observed in the end of the 

holster, caused by the same bullet that struck Mrs. Burrow. 

1 The Burrows have not pursued and do not intend to pursue a "personal injury" claim. Rather, 
they are hereby waiving any personal injury claim. They have chosen instead to prosecute this 
class action in order to, among other reasons, prevent others from suffering similar injuries. 
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46. The design and manufacture of the Plaintiffs' Revolver as it relates to the Safety 

Defects is the same as all the Revolvers, and, as a result, it did not prevent an unintended 

discharge when it was dropped from a height at which the Revolvers are normally used. 

CLASS DEFINITION AND CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS 

4 7. Plaintiffs bring this suit as a nationwide class action on behalf of themselves and 

all others similarly situated pursuant to Rules 23(a), 23(b )(2), and/or 23(b )(3) of the Federal 

Rules of Civil Procedure. The Class that Plaintiffs seek to represent is defined as follows: 

All individuals in tbe United States who own a Revolver. 

48. Subject to additional information obtained through further investigation and 

discovery to be conducted, the foregoing definition of the Class may be expanded or narrowed 

by amendment or amended complaint. Specifically excluded from the Class are the Taurus 

Defendants, their officers, directors, agents, trustees, parents, children, corporations, trusts, 

representatives, employees, principals, servants, partners, joint ventures, or entities controlled by 

the Taurus Defendants, and their heirs, successors, assigns, or other persons or entities related to 

or affiliated with the Taurus Defendants and/or their officers and/or directors, or any of them; the 

Judge assigned to this action, and any member of the Judge's immediate family; and persons 

who seek recovery for physical injuries suffered as a result of a defective Revolver. 

49. Nurnero itv: The Class is composed of thousands of persons across the United 

States, the joinder of whom in one action is impractical. While the exact number and identity of 

Class Members are not presently known, they can be identified through the review of records in 

the Taurus Defendants' possession, custody and control, and/or through other formal discovery. 

Plaintiffs are informed and believe that thousands of Revolvers with the defects have been 

manufactured and sold in Florida and throughout the United States. Consequently, the 
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individuals in the Class are so numerous, consisting of at least one hundred thousand Class 

Members, that the sheer number of aggrieved persons makes joinder of all such persons 

impracticable, and the disposition of their claims in a class action, rather than in individual 

actions, will benefit the parties and the Court and is the most efficient and fair way to resolve the 

controversy. 

50. CommonaJity: Defendants have engaged in a standardized course of conduct that 

affects all Class Members. The critical question of law and fact common to the Plaintiff Class 

that will materially advance the litigation is whether the Revolvers are inherently defective, 

contrary to the expectations imparted by the Taurus Defendants through their representations, 

omissions, and suppression. Furthermore, other questions of law and fact common to the Class 

exist as to all members of the Class and predominate over any questions affecting only individual 

members of the Class include the following: 

(a) Whether the common design of the Revolvers as described is defective; 

(b) Whether the common design of the Revolvers as described prevents the hammer 

from firing a cartridge should the Revolvers be dropped; 

(c) Whether the Rebound Slide- Hammer Seat Defect, which is present in all the 

Revolvers, substantially impairs the internal safety mechanism of the Revolvers; 

(d) Whether the Hammer Block Defect, which is present in the Plaintiffs' Revolver, 

is a manufacturing or design defect; 

(e) Whether the Revolvers are defective because they are prone to fire when dropped 

from a height at which they are normally used, even when the trigger is not pulled and the 

hammer is not cocked; 
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(f) Whether the Taurus Defendants violated the Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade 

Practices Act by, among other things, engaging in unfair, unlawful, or fraudulent practices in 

connection with the failure to disclose the material and life-threatening Safety Defect in the 

Revolvers; 

(g) Whether the Taurus Defendants have been wrongfully and/or unjustly enriched 

as a result of the conduct set forth in the Complaint; 

(h) Whether Plaintiffs and the Class are entitled to equitable relief, including but not 

limited to restitution; 

(i) Whether the design or manufacturing of the Revolvers can cause the defects, and 

thus the Revolvers are not suitable for their intended use; 

U) Whether the Taurus Defendants knew or should have known that the Revolvers 

were defective; 

(k) Whether the Taurus Defendants had a duty to Plaintiffs and the Class to disclose 

the true nature of the Revolvers; 

(1) Whether the Taurus Defendants had a duty to recall the Revolvers; 

(m) Whether the Taurus Defendants falsely represented that the Revolvers were of a 

certain standard, quality, and grade, when in fact, they were not; 

(n) Whether the Taurus Defendants suppressed and concealed material information 

regarding the true characteristics and defective nature of the Revolvers; 

(o) Whether the Taurus Defendants' false representations and suppression of the 

defects was knowing, intentional, reckless, and/or malicious; 
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(p) Whether Plaintiffs and the Class Members are entitled to compensatory, 

statutory, punitive, exemplary, and/or other forms of damages, and/or other monetary relief and, 

if so, in what amount; 

(q) Whether the Taurus Defendants breached their Express Warranties to Plaintiffs 

and the Class; 

(r) Whether the scope of the Taurus Limited Warranty requires the Taurus 

Defendants to notify the owners of Revolvers regarding the defects and repair and/or retrofit the 

Revolvers; 

(s) Whether the Taurus Defendants breached their Implied Warranties to Plaintiffs 

and the Class; and 

(t) Whether Plaintiffs and the Class members are entitled to an order (1) 

permanently enjoining the Taurus Defendants from manufacturing, assembling, importing, 

marketing, advertising, distributing, and selling Revolvers, (2) requiring the Taurus Defendants 

to recall all Revolvers, and (3) requiring the Taurus Defendants to compensate Plaintiffs and 

Class Members. 

51. Typical ity: Plaintiffs' claims are typical of the claims of the members of the 

Class, as all such claims arise out of the Taurus Defendants' conduct in designing, 

manufacturing, testing, marketing, advertising, warranting and selling the defective Revolvers. 

The defects of the Revolvers render each Class Member's claims, legal theory, and injury 

common and typical. 

52. Adequate Reptesentation: Plaintiffs will fairly and adequately protect the 

interests of the members of the Class and have no interests antagonistic to those of the Class. 
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Plaintiffs have retained counsel and law firms that are experienced in the prosecution of complex 

class actions. 

53. Predominance and Superiority: The class action in this instance is appropriate for 

certification because questions of law and fact common to the members of the Class predominate 

over questions affecting only individual members, and this Class action is superior to other 

available methods for the fair and efficient adjudication of this controversy, since individual 

joinder of the Class is impracticable. The common liability issues in this Class Action may be 

resolved efficiently on a class-wide basis. Should individual Class Members be required to bring 

separate actions, assuming Class~emhers were aware of the latent defects, this Court and/or 

courts throughout the nation would be confronted with a multiplicity of lawsuits burdening the 

court system while also creating the risk of inconsistent rulings and contradictory judgments. In 

contrast to proceeding on a case-by-case basis, in which inconsistent results will magnify the 

delay and expense to all parties and the court system, this class action presents far fewer 

management difficulties while providing unitary adjudication, economies of scale and 

comprehensive supervision by a single court. The common design defects of the Revolvers are 

latent defects, and the Revolvers are defective in a way that would not be apparent to Plaintiffs 

and Class Members. As a result, Class Members are unaware of the defects and their claims 

against Defendants as a result of the latent defects; therefore, without notice of the defects, a 

failure of justice will occur in the absence of a class action. 

54. Declaralorv and Injunctive Relief: The class action is also appropriate because 

the Taurus Defendants have acted or refused to act on grounds generally applicable to the class, 

and the Plaintiffs and putative class seek, it1ter alia, equitable remedies with respect to the class 

as a whole. Indeed, the prosecution of separate actions for injunctive relief would create the risk 
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of establishing incompatible standards of conduct for the Taurus Defendants. In addition, 

individual actions for injunctive relief may, as a practical matter, be dispositive of the interests of 

class members, who would not be party to those actions. 

ESTOPPEL AND TOLLING OF STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 

55. The Taurus Defendants are estopped from relying on any statutes of limitation or 

repose by virtue of their acts of fraudulent concealment, which include the Taurus Defendants' 

intentional concealment from Plaintiffs, Class Members, and the general public that the 

Revolvers are defective, while continually marketing the Revolvers with the defects described 

herein. 

56. Given the Taurus Defendants' affirmative actions of concealment by failing to 

disclose this known but non-public information about the defects - information over which the 

Taurus Defendants had exclusive control - and because Plaintiffs and Class Members therefore 

could not reasonably have known that the Revolvers were defective, Defendants are estopped 

from relying on any statutes of limitations or repose that might otherwise be applicable to the 

claims asserted herein. 

CAUSES OF ACTION AND CLATMS FOR RE IEF 

COUNT ONE 
(Violation of the Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act) 

57. Plaintiffs, individually, and on behalf of all others similarly situated, incorporate 

by reference the paragraphs 1-56 and all Exhibits attached hereto as though expressly stated 

herein in this paragraph. 

58. This cause of action is brought pursuant to the Florida Deceptive and Unfair 

Trade Practices Act, Fla. Stat. §§ 501.201 et seq. (the "Act" or "FDUTPA"). The stated purpose 
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of the Act is to "protect the consuming public ... from those who engage in unfair methods of 

competition, or unconscionable, deceptive, or unfair acts or practices in the conduct of any trade 

or commerce." Fla. Stat. § 50 1.202(2). 

59. Plaintiffs and all Class Members are "consumers" and the transactions at issue in 

this Complaint constitute "'trade or commerce" as defined by Florida Statutes §§ 501.203(7) and 

(8), respectively. Florida Statute § 50 1.204(1) declares unlawful "[ u ]nfair methods of 

competition, unconscionable acts or practices, and unfair or deceptive acts or practices in the 

conduct of any trade or commerce." 

60. Consumers and the consummg public under the FDUTPA include Florida 

residents and non-residents of Florida and Florida has a strong interest in regulating the conduct 

of corporations headquartered within the state. There are no geographical or residential 

restrictions contained within the express language of the FDUTP A and the Act applies to Taurus 

Defendants regardless of where the distribution and/or sale of Revolvers occurred. 

61. In violation of the FDUTPA, the Taurus Defendants employed fraud, deception, 

false promise, misrepresentation and the knowing concealment, suppression, or omission of 

material facts in their distribution, sale, marketing, and/or advertisement of the Revolvers, 

including information in the Taurus Manuals, on the website of the Taurus Defendants, and the 

material facts as set forth in the following paragraph. The actions occurred, at least in part, at the 

Taurus Defendants' facilities in Miami, Florida. 

62. Prior to and at the time the Taurus Defendants distributed the Revolvers from 

their headquarters in Florida for sale to the public they engaged in fraud, deception, false 

promises, misrepresentations, concealment, suppression, or omission of material facts in 

violation of the FDUTPA in the following ways: (a) represented that "Rossi revolvers are 
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designed and made to offer maximum safety when correctly used;" (b) represented that "Rossi 

revolvers are manufactured to perform properly with the original parts as designed;" (c) 

represented that "[t]he hammer is of the rebounding type, in which the firing pin is not thrust 

into contact with the chambered cartridge except when the trigger is pulled;" (d) represented that 

"the hammer-trigger mechanism incorporates an interior hammer block which interposes a block 

of steel between the hammer nose and primer" and that "[t]he hammer block is withdrawn only 

when the hammer is cocked, thus preventing an accidental discharge should the revolver be 

dropped, uncocked, and sustain a sharp blow on the hammer;" (e) represented that "unlike most 

single-action revolvers, your Rossi revolver is mechanically safe when carried with the cylinder 

fully loaded;" and (f) represented that "[b ]efore shipment, your firearm was carefully inspected 

and test fired in order to ensure that it conformed to our specifications and standards." The 

Taurus Defendants concealed the defects from the public; and by distributing and/or selling the 

Revolvers, they impliedly represented to Plaintiffs and Class Members that the Revolvers are fit 

for the purpose for which they are intended and safe to use. See Exhibit 1, Taurus Limited 

Warranty set forth in the Owner's Manual and Exhibit 2, Rossi Revolver Lifetime Repair Policy 

found at http://www.rossiusa.com/repair-policy.cfm. These misrepresentations originated, at 

least in part, from the Defendants' headquarters in Florida. 

63. The misrepresentations, deception, false promises, knowing concealment, 

suppression, omissiOn of material facts in their distribution, sale, marketing, and/or 

advertisement ofthe Revolvers, including information in the owner's manual and on the website 

of the Taurus Defendants were uniform as to Plaintiffs and each class member and the decisions 

involving misrepresentations, deception, false promises, knowing concealment, suppression, and 

omission of material facts were made by Taurus Defendants in Florida. 
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64. The Taurus Defendants violated the FDUPTA by failing to disclose to and 

concealing from Plaintiffs, Class Members, prospective purchasers, and the public the defects in 

the Revolvers. 

65. The Taurus Defendants engaged in the concealment, suppression, or omission of 

the aforementioned material facts with the intent that others, such as Plaintiffs, Class Members, 

and/or the general public would rely upon the concealment, suppression, or omission of such 

material facts. 

66. These misrepresentations, practices, and omissions of the material facts are likely 

to affect a consumer's choice of or conduct regarding the ownership and/or use of the Revolvers 

and the issue is not whether Plaintiffs and Class Members relied on the misrepresentations, 

practices, concealment, and omissions of the material facts, but whether the misrepresentations, 

practices, concealment, and omissions of the material facts were likely to deceive a consumer 

acting reasonably in the same circumstances and Plaintiffs and Class Members need not prove 

individual reliance. Since proof of reliance is not necessary, issues relating to causation and 

damages will be common to Plaintiffs and all Class Members. To the extent reliance is required 

by law, reliance and damages are sufficiently shown by the fact that Plaintiffs and Class 

Members own and/or use the Revolvers. 

67. The Taurus Defendants' concealment, suppression, or omission of material facts 

as alleged herein constitutes unfair, deceptive and fraudulent business practices within the 

meaning of the FDUTP A. 

68. The Taurus Defendants either knew, or should have known, that the Revolvers are 

defectively designed and/or manufactured and were not saJe against accidental discharge and that 

serious injury or death could occur when a Revolver is dropped from a height at which it is 
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normally used. All of the Taurus Defendants' unfair or deceptive acts relate to their involvement 

in placing the Revolvers into the stream of commerce from their headquarters in Florida, 

knowing the Revolvers were not safe and that serious injury or death could occur because of the 

defects. 

69. Upon information and belief, the Taurus Defendants knew that, at the time the 

Revolvers left the Taurus Defendants' control, the Revolvers contained the Safety Defect 

described herein. At the time of manufacture, distribution, and/or sale, the Revolvers contained 

the common design defects. The defects reduced the effectiveness and performance of the 

Revolvers and rendered them unable to perform the ordinary purposes for which they were used 

as well as caused the resulting damage described herein. 

70. As a direct and proximate cause of the violation of the FDUTPA, described 

herein, Plaintiffs and Class Members have been injured in that they own and/or use Revolvers 

with the defects based on misrepresentations and nondisclosure of the material facts alleged 

herein, including but not limited to, nondisclosure of the defects. Furthermore, Plaintiffs and 

Class Members are damaged because they did not receive a firearm with the characteristics, 

features, and capabilities as represented by the Taurus Defendants. The Revolvers that were 

delivered to the Plaintiffs and Class Members have a lower market value than they would have 

had if the Defendants had delivered firearms that were not defective and had effective internal 

safety features. 

71. The Taurus Defendants' unlawful conduct is continuing, with no indication that 

the Taurus Defendants' unlawful conduct will cease. 

72. The Taurus Defendants' actions in connection with the designing, manufacturing, 

marketing, testing, and distributing of the Revolvers as set forth herein evidences a lack of good 

25 



Case 1:16-cv-21606-XXXX Document 1 Entered on FLSD Docket 05/05/2016 Page 26 of 40 

faith, honesty in fact, and observance of fair dealing so as to constitute unconscionable 

commercial practices, in violation of the FDUTPA, Fla. Stats. §§ 501.201, et seq. 

73. The Taurus Defendants acted willfully, knowingly, intentionally, unconscionably 

and with reckless indifference when it committed these acts of consumer fraud described herein. 

Said acts and practices on the part of the Taurus Defendants were and are illegal and unlawful 

pursuant to Florida Statute§ 501.204. 

74. As a direct result and proximate result of the Taurus Defendants' violations of the 

FDUTP A, Plaintiffs and Class Members have suffered damages, regardless of whether the 

Revolvers have malfunctioned or manifested the defects in' some way. Plaintiffs and the Class 

Members are entitled to compensatory damages, including damages for the diminished value of 

the Revolvers. Further, Plaintiffs and Class Members are entitled to equitable and declaratory 

relief, damages allowed under FDUTP A, costs, the establishment of a common fund if 

necessary, and statutory attorney fees. 

COUNT TWO 
(Negligence) 

75. Plaintiffs, individually, and on behalf of all others similarly situated, incorporate 

by reference paragraphs 1-56 and all Exhibits attached hereto as though expressly stated herein 

in this paragraph. 

76. At all times relevant to this action, the Taurus Defendants had the duty to exercise 

that degree of care that a reasonably prudent firearm manufacturer and/or distributor should use 

in the design, testing, selection, manufacture, assembly, marketing, supply, distribution and sales 

of Revolvers. Notwithstanding this duty, and in violation thereof, the Taurus Defendants 

negligently and carelessly designed, tested, selected, manufactured, assembled, marketed, 

supplied, distributed, and sold Revolvers with the defects. As a direct and proximate result of 
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this breach of duty, individuals who own a Revolver are exposed to a substantial, clear, and 

unreasonable risk of serious injury or death. In fact, although she does not seek any recovery 

related to a personal injury, Plaintiff Oma Louise Burrow suffered a personal injury because of 

the Taurus Defendants' negligence. 

77. Plaintiffs, on behalf of themselves, and the Class, demand judgment against the 

Taurus Defendants for compensatory damages for himself and each member of the Class, for the 

establishment of a common fund, plus attorney's fees, interest and costs. 

COUNT THREE 
(Strict Liability In Tort- Restatement (Second) Of Torts § 402A) 

78. Plaintiffs, individually, and on behalf of all others similarly situated, incorporate 

by reference paragraphs 1-56 and all Exhibits attached hereto as though expressly stated herein 

in this paragraph. 

79. The Taurus Defendants designed the Revolvers with the Safety Defect, rendering 

the Revolvers inherently dangerous and creating a substantial, clear, extreme and unreasonable 

risk of serious injury or death to Plaintiffs and Class Members. The Taurus Defendants 

manufactured, assembled, marketed, distributed, and sold the Revolvers with the defects. The 

Revolvers were in the same defective condition due to the defects from the time they left the 

Taurus Defendants' control until they reached the Plaintiffs and Class Members, all of whom use 

the Revolvers in the manner intended by the Taurus Defendants. 

80. The Revolvers were sold in substantial and unreasonably dangerous condition to 

an extent beyond that which would be contemplated by the ordinary consumer, including, 

Plaintiffs and Class Members. 

81. As a direct and proximate result of the facts alleged above, Plaintiffs and Class 

Members are exposed to a clear, substantial, and unreasonable risk of serious injury or death 
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from the defects and the Revolvers. Furthermore, although she does not seek any recovery 

related to a personal injury, Plaintiff Oma Louise Burrow suffered a personal injury because of 

the Taurus Defendants' negligence. 

82. The Taurus Defendants are strictly liable in tort for all injuries, damages, and 

losses that have or may result from the unintentional and unwanted discharge of a Revolver, and 

for the cost of rendering the Revolvers safe. 

83. Plaintiffs, on behalf of themselves, and the Class, demand judgment against the 

Taurus Defendants for compensatory and punitive damages for himself and each member of the 

Class, for the establishment of a common fund, plus attorney's fees, interest and costs. 

COUNT FOUR 
(Breach of Express Warranty) 

84. Plaintiffs, individually, and on behalf of all others similarly situated, incorporate 

by reference paragraphs 1-56 and all Exhibits attached hereto as though expressly stated herein 

in this paragraph. 

85. The Taurus Defendants provide with each of the Revolvers express warranties 

which are made to every owner of a Revolver, including Plaintiffs and Class Members. The 

Taurus Defendants have memorialized these express warranties in writing. These express 

warranties are set forth in the owner's manual, the "Taurus Limited Warranty," the "The Rossi 

Revolver Lifetime Repair Policy," and the "Rossi Repair Policy" which are provided with the 

Revolvers and/or which are also published on the public website of the Taurus Defendants. Each 

of the express warranties is a separate and independent express warranty made to Plaintiffs and 

Class Members. 
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86. The Plaintiffs registered their Revolvers with the Taurus Defendants by 

submitting a signed "Warranty Card" to the Defendants. The Plaintiffs are in privity with the 

Taurus Defendants. 

87. The express warranties made to the Plaintiffs and Class Members in the owner's 

manual include the following: (a) "Rossi revolvers are designed and made to offer maximum 

safety when correctly used;" (b) "Rossi revolvers are manufactured to perform properly with the 

original parts as designed;" (c) "[t]he hammer is of the rebounding type, in which the firing pin is 

not thrust into contact with the chambered cartridge except when the trigger is pulled;" (d) "the 

hammer-trigger mechanism incorporates an interior hammer block which interposes a block of 

steel between the hammer nose and primer" and that "[t]he hammer block is withdrawn only 

when the hammer is cocked, thus preventing an accidental discharge should the revolver be 

dropped, uncocked, and sustain a sharp blow on the hammer;" (e) "unlike most single-action 

revolvers, your Rossi revolver is mechanically safe when carried with the cylinder fully loaded;" 

and (f) "[b ]efore shipment, your firearm was carefully inspected and test fired in order to ensure 

that it conformed to our specifications and standards." The Taurus Defendants breached these 

express warranties by not providing a product which could provide the benefits described in this 

paragraph and as a result of the Taurus Defendants' breach ofthese express warranties, Plaintiffs 

and Class Members have been damaged. 

88. The express warranties made to the Plaintiffs and Class Members and set forth in 

the "Taurus Limited Warranty" include that "Braztech will service and/or repair all covered 

products free of charge." Plaintiffs and Class Members are in privity of contract with the Taurus 

Defendants and/or are the express beneficiaries of the express warranties set forth in the "Taurus 

Limited Warranty" and these express warranties became part of the basis of the bargain. The 
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Taurus Defendants breached these express warranties by not providing a product which could 

provide the benefits described or be repaired, and, as a result of the Taurus Defendants' breach of 

these express warranties, Plaintiffs and Class Members have been damaged. Notwithstanding the 

express warranties described in this paragraph, Plaintiffs and the Class Members were denied the 

full benefit of the bargain. 

89. The express warranties made to the Plaintiffs and Class Members and set forth in 

the "The Rossi Revolver Lifetime Repair Policy" include that the Taurus Defendants "will 

repair, free of charge, any firearm manufactured or distributed by BrazTech International L.C." 

90. Prior to the filing of this lawsuit, the Plaintiffs notified the Defendants of the 

mechanical failure in their Revolver. 

91. The Taurus Defendants breached these express warranties by not providing a 

product which was not safe and which has not been and cannot be repaired. As a result of the 

Taurus Defendants' breach of these express warranties, Plaintiffs and Class Members have been 

damaged. 

92. The Taurus Defendants provided the express warranties described above to 

Plaintiffs and Class Members. Plaintiffs and Class Members are the express beneficiaries of the 

express warranties. To the extent required by law, the Taurus Defendants have expressly waived 

privity of contract as a requirement to the enforceability of any of their express warranties. 

93. Notwithstanding these express warranties, and in breach thereof, the Taurus 

Defendants designed the Revolvers with the Safety Defects, which rendered the Revolvers in 

breach of the express warranties, unmerchantable, nonconforming, and unsafe for normal use 

and created a clear, substantial, and unreasonable risk of serious injury or death to Plaintiffs and 

Class Members. 
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94. The breach of the express warranties described above is a proximate cause of the 

Plaintiffs' and the Class Members' injuries, and the warranties have failed in their essential 

purpose. 

95. Plaintiffs, on behalf of themselves, and the Class, demand judgment against the 

Taurus Defendants for compensatory damages for themselves and each member of the Class, for 

the establishment of a common fund, plus attorney's fees, interest and costs. 

COUNT FIVE 
(Breach oflmplied Warranty of Merchantability) 

96. Plaintiffs, individually, and on behalf of all others similarly situated, incorporate 

by reference paragraphs 1-56 and all Exhibits attached hereto as though expressly stated herein 

in this paragraph. 

97. At all times mentioned herein, the Taurus Defendants designed, manufactured, 

marketed, distributed, and sold the Revolvers with the defects, and prior to ownership of the 

Revolvers by Plaintiffs and Class Members, the Taurus Defendants impliedly warranted to 

Plaintiffs and Class Members that the Revolvers were of quality and fit for the use for which 

they were intended, that the Revolvers were merchantable, would operate effectively, were safe 

for normal use, suitable for the ordinary and usual purposes for which they were intended, and 

would not create an unreasonable risk of injury to consumers. 

98. Plaintiffs and Class Members, in owning and/or using the Revolvers, relied upon 

the skill and judgment of the Taurus Defendants. 

99. The Revolvers are unfit for their intended use and are not of merchantable quality, 

as warranted by the Taurus Defendants, in that they had and/or have the propensities to fail to 

perform and protect, including but not limited to, accidentally discharging when dropped from a 
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normal height of intended use and have defective internal safety mechanisms such that a drop 

fire is not reasonably prevented. Plaintiffs' Revolver caused Plaintiffs to sustain damages as 

herein alleged. 

100. The Taurus Defendants designed and manufactured the Revolvers with the 

defects. The Taurus Defendants designed, manufactured, marketed, distributed, and placed the 

Revolvers into the stream of commerce knowing and expecting that the Revolvers would be used 

by consumers and around the general public. By distributing the Revolvers, the Taurus 

Defendants impliedly represented to Plaintiffs and Class Members that the Revolvers were 

merchantable, would operate effectively, were safe for normal use, suitable for the ordinary and 

usual purposes for which they were intended, and would not create an unreasonable risk of injury 

to consumers. 

101. The Taurus Defendants were on notice of the breach of implied warranties at the 

time the Revolvers were manufactured and distributed. The Taurus Defendants knew, or should 

have known about the defects. 

102. The Taurus Defendants failed to provide an adequate remedy and caused their 

implied warranties to fail of their essential purpose, thereby permitting remedy under the implied 

warranties to Plaintiffs and others similarly situated. 

103. As a direct and proximate result of the breach of said warranties, Plaintiffs and 

Class Members have suffered and will continue to suffer a loss as alleged herein in an amount to 

be determined at trial. 

104. Plaintiffs, on behalf of themselves and all others similarly situated, demand 

judgment against the Taurus Defendants for compensatory damages for himself and each 

32 



Case 1:16-cv-21606-XXXX Document 1 Entered on FLSD Docket 05/05/2016 Page 33 of 40 

member of the Class, for the establishment of a common fund, pius attorney's fees, interest and 

costs . 

COUNT SIX 
(Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act) 

105. Plaintiffs, individually, and on behalf of all others similarly situated, incorporate 

by reference paragraphs 1-56 and Counts Four and Five and all Exhibits attached hereto as 

though expressly stated herein in this paragraph. 

106. The express and implied warranties as described in Counts Four and Five are 

subject to the provisions and regulations of the Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act, 15 U.S.C. 2301, 

et seq. 

107. To the extent required by law, the Taurus Defendants have expressly waived any 

basis of the bargain requirement as to Plaintiffs and Class Members by extending the express and 

implied warranties described in Counts Four and Five to any owner of a Revolver and not 

restricting these warranties solely to the buyer of a Revolver. 

108. Plaintiffs and Class Members are "consumers" as defined m the MMW A. 

Defendants are "suppliers" and "warrantors" as defined by the MMW A. 

109. The Revolvers in question are "consumer products" as defined in the MMW A and 

the Revolvers were manufactured and sold after July 4, 1975. The express warranties provided 

by the Taurus Defendants and/or required by statute to be provided by the Taurus Defendants are 

a full "written warranty" as defined in the MMW A. 

110. The Taurus Defendants breached the express and implied warranties as described 

in Counts Four and Five. 
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111. The Taurus Defendants had sufficient notice because they were aware or should 

have been aware of the defects at the time of the manufacture and/or sale of the Revolvers. 

112. The Taurus Defendants' conduct described herein is a violation of the MMWA. 

113. By virtue of the foregoing, Plaintiffs and Class Members are entitled to an award 

of damages and other appropriate relief, including attorneys' fees and costs, as allowed by the 

MMWA. Further, the MMWA provisions allowing recovery of attorneys' fees, costs, and 

expenses, applies to any consumer who prevails on any warranty affected by the MMW A, 

whether express and/or implied warranties. 

COUNT SEVEN 
(Negligent Failure to Disclose, Failure to Warn, Concealment and Misrepresentation) 

114. Plaintiffs, individually, and on behalf of all others similarly situated, incorporate 

by reference paragraphs 1-56 and all Exhibits attached hereto as though expressly stated herein 

in this paragraph. 

115. The Revolvers are an inherently dangerous commodity and the Taurus Defendants 

at all times relevant had a duty to disclose to and warn Plaintiffs and Class Members truthfully 

and accurately, and not to conceal or misrepresent such truth, about the Safety Defects, and a 

duty to provide a fair and adequate warning of the dangerous potentiality of the Revolvers due to 

the defects. 

116. By the Taurus Defendants designing, manufacturing, failing to test, marketing, 

distributing, and placing an inherently dangerous commodity such as the Revolvers in the 

channels of trade, then by the very nature of their commercial activity, the Taurus Defendants 

have a duty to provide a fair and adequate warning of the dangerous potentiality of the Revolvers 

due to the defects. 
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117. The Taurus Defendants could foresee that the Revolvers, due to the latent defects, 

posed a clear, substantial and unreasonable risk of personal injury and death. The proper measure 

of duty for the Taurus Defendants in designing, manufacturing, testing, selling, marketing, and 

distributing an inherently dangerous commodity such as the Revolvers is the reasonable 

foreseeability that serious injury or death might result from the use of the commodity. 

118. Notwithstanding this duty, and in violation thereof, the Taurus Defendants 

carelessly and negligently failed to disclose to and warn Plaintiffs and Class Members, and 

concealed and misrepresented the truth, about the latent defects which posed a clear, substantial 

and unreasonable risk of personal injury and death. 

119. Because Plaintiffs and Class Members did not have an equal opportunity to 

discover such truth about the Taurus Defendants' defectively designed Revolvers, Plaintiffs and 

Class Members own and/or use the Revolvers in the reasonable, but, unbeknownst to them, false 

belief they were fit for use, merchantable, and reasonably safe for their intended purposes. 

120. Because the Revolvers were not in fact fit for use, merchantable, and reasonably 

safe for their intended purposes, and because of the Taurus Defendants' negligent failure to 

disclose and warn and their concealment and misrepresentation of such facts, as a direct and 

proximate result Plaintiffs and Class Members have been exposed to a clear, substantial and 

unreasonable risk of serious injury and death. 

121. Plaintiffs, on behalf of themselves, and the Class, demand judgment against 

Taurus for damages for himself and each member of the Class, for the establishment of a 

common fund, plus attorney's fees, interest and costs. 
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COUNT EIGHT 
(Fraudulent Concealment and Intentional Failure to Warn) 

122. Plaintiffs, individually, and on behalf of all others similarly situated, incorporate 

by reference paragraphs 1-56 and all Exhibits attached hereto as though expressly stated herein 

in this paragraph. 

123. The Taurus Defendants fraudulently concealed and intentionally failed to warn 

Plaintiffs and Class Members of the defects with the intent to deceive Plaintiffs and Class 

Members into ownership and/or use Revolvers without knowledge of the defects which poses a 

clear, substantial and unreasonable risk of personal injury and death. 

124. The Taurus Defendants falsely and fraudulently represented to Plaintiffs and 

Class Members that their Revolvers were safe for normal use. 

125. Plaintiffs and Class Members reasonably and justifiably relied on the Taurus 

Defendants' false and fraudulent representations, and on the Taurus Defendants' deliberate 

silence, concerning the highly significant and material fact that the Revolvers were not safe for 

normal use, as a result of which, to their detriment, they elected to own and/or use Revolvers 

without knowledge of such fact. There were no reasonable means for Plaintiffs or Class 

Members to make themselves aware of such fact, since the Taurus Defendants have retained 

tight control of the relevant information concerning the defects. 

126. As a direct and proximate result of the Taurus Defendants' fraudulent conduct, of 

both commission and omission, Plaintiffs and Class Members have been exposed to a clear, 

substantial and unreasonable risk of personal injury and death during their lawful possession and 

normal use of their Revolvers. 
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127. Plaintiffs, on behalf of themselves, and the Class, demand judgment against the 

Taurus Defendants for compensatory and punitive damages for himself and each member of the 

Class, for the establishment of a common fund, plus attorney's fees, interest and costs. 

COUNT NINE 
(Declaratory Relief) 

128. Plaintiffs, individually, and on behalf of all others similarly situated, incorporate 

by reference paragraphs 1-56 and all Exhibits attached hereto as though expressly stated herein 

in this paragraph. 

129. The Taurus Defendants acted or refused to act on grounds that apply generally to 

the Plaintiffs and Class Members, so that final injunctive relief or corresponding declaratory 

relief is appropriate respecting the Class as a whole within the meaning of Fed. R. Civ. P. 

23(b )(2). There is an actual controversy between Plaintiffs and the Taurus Defendants 

concerning the defects in the Revolvers. The defects have diminished the value of the Revolvers 

and create a definite threat of future injury to Plaintiffs and Class Members. 

130. Accordingly, Plaintiffs seek a declaration that: (1) all Revolvers with the defects 

have common design defects in workmanship and material that make the Revolvers prone to fire 

unexpectedly and against the intention of the handler; and (2) the Taurus Defendants knew of the 

defects in Revolvers and failed to disclose material facts about the defects. 

131. Further, Plaintiffs seek injunctive relief requiring the Taurus Defendants to issue a 

recall of all Revolvers with the defects. 
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, on behalf of themselves and all others similarly situated, pray for a 

judgment against the Taurus Defendants as follows: 

(a) Enter an Order certifying this action to proceed as a class action, and naming 

Plaintiffs as the representatives for the Class and their counsel as counsel for the Class; 

(b) Enter an award in favor of Plaintiffs and the Class that includes compensatory, 

exemplary or punitive damages, treble damages, and statutory damages, including interest 

thereon, in an amount to be proven at trial; 

(c) Enter an award in favor of Plaintiffs and the Class for compensatory damages 

that includes the cost of repair, replacement or modification of the defects to render safe the 

Revolvers; 

(d) Declare that the Taurus Defendants are financially responsible for notifying all 

Class Members of the defects with the Revolvers; 

(e) Enter an Order enjoining the Taurus Defendants from further deceptive 

advertising, marketing, distribution, and sales practices with respect to the Revolvers and 

requiring the Taurus Defendants to repair and/or replace Plaintiffs' Revolver and Class 

Members' Revolvers with a suitable alternative Revolver of Plaintiffs' and Class Members' 

choosing. 

(f) Declare that the Taurus Defendants must disgorge, for the benefit of the Class, 

all or part of the ill-gotten profits it received from the sale of the Revolvers, or order the Taurus 

Defendants to make full restitution to Plaintiffs and Class Members. 

(g) Enter an Order permanently enjoining the Taurus Defendants from continuing to 

engage in the unlawful and inequitable conduct alleged herein; 
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(h) Granting Plaintiffs and the Class all equitable remedies permitted by law against 

the Taurus Defendants; 

(i) Enter an award of attorneys' fees and costs, as allowed by law; 

U) Enter an award of pre-judgment and post-judgment interest, as provided by law; 

(k) Grant Plaintiffs and the Class leave to amend the Complaint to conform to the 

evidence produced at trial; and 

(I) Grant such other relief against the Taurus Defendants as the Court may deem just 

and proper under the circumstances and applicable law. 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

Plaintiffs hereby demand a trial by jury on all claims so triable. 

Respectfully submitted, this 5th day of May, 2016. 

Counsel for Plaintiffs: 

s/ Andrew F. Knopf 
ANDREW F. KNOPF, ESQUIRE 
Florida Bar No.: 658871 
KNOPF BIGGER 
1560 N. Orange A venue, Suite 220 
Winter Park, Florida 32789 
Phone: ( 407) 622-2111 
Fax: (407) 622-2112 
Primary Email: andrew@knopfbigger.c m 
Secondary Email: burton@lmopfbigger.com 
Additional Email: tephanle@knopfbigger.com 

SAM DAVID KNIGHT 
Florida BarNo.: 637319 
BADHAM & BUCK, LLC 
2001 Park Place North, Suite 500 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
Phone: (205) 521-0036 
Fax: (205) 521-0037 
Primary Email: ·dknight@badhambuck.com 
Secondary Email: kmiller@badhambuck.com 
Additional Email: jhughes@badharnbucl .com 
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W. PERCY BADHAM III 
Alabama Bar No.: ASB-2147-D51W 
Pending admission pro hac vice 
BRANNON J. BUCK 
Alabama Bar No.: ASB-5848-K56B 
Pending admission pro hac vice 
BADHAM & BUCK, LLC 
2001 Park Place North, Suite 500 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
Phone: (205) 521-0036 
Fax: (205) 521-0037 
pbadham@badhambuck .. com 
bbuck@badJ1ambucl .com 

GREGORY A. BROCKWELL 
Alabama Bar No.: ASB-9949-R49B 
Pending admission pro hac vice 
LEITMAN, SIEGAL & PAYNE, P.C. 
420 20th Street North, Suite 2000 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
Phone: 205-251-5900 
gbrockwell@lsppc.co.m 

ALAN K. BELLENGER 
Alabama Bar No.: ASB- 2884-L74B 
Pending admission pro hac vice 
VINCENT SWINEY 
Alabama Bar No.: ASB-3672-J52S 
Pending admission pro hac vice 
SWINEY & BELLENGER, LLC 
2910 Linden Ave., Suite 201 
Homewood, Alabama 35209 
Phone: (205) 588-4652 
Fax: (205) 224-5683 
akb@sblaw .net 
j vs@sblaw .net 
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Exhibit 1 



Owner's Manual 
for Rossi 
Revolvers 

READ CAREFULLY BEFORE USING YOUR FIREARM 
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'I I E.~ II 0"' 

THIS BOOKLET 

The safety warnings in this booklet are important. By understanding the 
dangers inherent in the use of any firearm, and by taking the precautions 
described herein, you can enjoy complete safety in the use of your Rossi 
firearm. Failure to heed any of these warnings may result in serious injury to 
you or others, as well as severe damage to the firearm or other property. 
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This Booklet 

The safety warnings in this booklet are important. By understanding 
the dangers inherent in the use of any firearm, and by taking the 
precautions described herein, you can enjoy complete safety in the 
use of your revolver manufactured by Taurus and branded as Rossi. 
Failure to heed any of these warnings may result in serious injury to 
you or others, as well as severe damage to the firearm or other 
property. 

Dangerous Weapons 

REVOLVERS are classified as FIREARMS or DANGEROUS 
WEAPONS and are sold by us with the specific understanding that 
we are not responsible in any manner whatsoever for their improper 
or negligent handling or resale under local laws and regulations. 
TAURUS shall not be responsible in any manner whatsoever for 
malfunctioning of the firearm, or for physical injury or property 
damage, resulting in whole or in part from (1) criminal or negligent 
discharge, (2) improper or careless handling, (3) unauthorized 
modifications, ( 4) defective, improper hand-loaded, or reloaded 
ammunition, (5) neglect, or (6) other influences beyond our direct 
and immediate control. This limitation applies regardless of whether 
liability is asserted on the basis of contract, negligence or strict 
liability (including any failure to warn). Under no circumstance shall 
TAURUS be liable for incidental or consequential damages, such as 
loss of use of property, commercial loss and loss of earnings or 
profits. 

Warning 

Failure to properly secure a firearm may result in injury or death. 

Warning 

To prevent injury or death, it is imperative that you must keep your 
gun unloaded, uncocked, and securely locked, with ammunition in 
separate location. In addition, take any other reasonable steps to limit 
the possibility oftheft, accident, or suicide. 
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Securing your fireatm may inhibit access to it in a defense situation 
and result in injury or death. 

NOTJUSTFORB ~ GINNERS 

Regardless of your familiarity or experience with firearms, you need 
to study this manual. 
The safe handling of firearms requires specialized training, 
di cipline and caulion. Firearms, by their nature and inteuded 
function, m·e deadly instruments. Accidental death or erious injury 
can result if they are handled improperly or carelessly. 

Fi rearms rarely cause accidents. Firearms accidents almost always 
are caused by a failure to obey the basic m le of gun . afcty. 
Unfortunately, experienc d shooters are found to violate thes rules 
as frequently as beginners. Thus the basics of safe fir arms h3Jidling 
cannot be repeated too otl:en.Read, re-read and memorize the ba ic 
p1·inciple of firearms safety until they become second nntme: habits 
that you don't forget. 

If you hav any que lion about your knowledge or ability to use thi. 
or any other firearm wilh complete safety you should seek supervised 
instruction. 
Personalized instruction is often available from firearms dealers, gun 
clubs state hunter saf. ty programs or police dcpartroenls in the 
United States. If none of these sources is accessible, write to the 
National Rifle Association, Washington, D.C. 20036.THEY WILL 
ASSIST YOU. 

A person with a firearm in his possession ha a Full-lime 
responsibility. He must KNOW how to keep and u ·e h.i firearm 
safely and then must always TAKE lhe precauti n necessary - all of 
them. He caDnot guess; he cannot forget. This responsibi lity i his 
alone. It cannot be passed off to someone else. 

Remember: no firearm can be made accident-proof. A firearm is just 
a machine, with no judgement ofits own . rt responds to your actions, 
whether wi e or fooli , h. The only truly effective safety device is the 
mind of a cautious shooter who never forgets that a moment's 
carelessness can produce permanent tragedy. 
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(J-uns Are .Not .All.Ke 

Many makes and models offireanns might LOOK nearly the same. 
However, they differ widely in design and operation, and in the 
location and function of various controls. 
Study this manual thoroughly. Educate yourself on the 
characteristics and operation of your particular firearm before 
attempting to handle it. 
Do not pennit others to handle it- unless they also have done so. You 
should have an instruction manual for every fireann you own. If you 
do not, write the manufacturer and obtain one. Most manufacturers 
will gladly send you one free. If for any reason a manual is not 
available, visit your public library. Many books have been published 
which contain detailed infonnation on obsolete or discontinued 
fireanns . 

Your knowledge can prevent injuries. 
You also may access the Ros i web site at rossiusa.com to view and 
print manuals. 

Rossi handguns are designed and made to offer maximum safety 
when correctly used. However, as with any other firearm, it is not 
foolproof, and may become very dangerous ifthe following basic 
recommendations are not RIGIDLY observed: 

ATTENTION 
Rule ofFil·earms Safety 
1. DANGER: Never, never-ever point any gun, loaded or unloaded, 
at anything you do not intend to shoot. 
2. WARNING: Always treatevety gun as if it were loaded. 
3. NOTIC~: Get instruction from a competent fireanns instructor 
before using any gun. 
4. SAFETY FIRST: The safety is only a mechanical device, not a 
substitute for common sense. 
5. WARNING: Keep your fmger off the trigger until you are actually 
aiming at the target ready to shoot. 
6. WARNING: Be certain the gun is unloaded before cleaning. 
7. WARNING: Always empty gun before entering a place where 
there are people. 
8. SAF~TYFIRST: Neverleave a loaded gun unattended. 
9. SAFETY FIRST: Store gun and ammunition separately beyond 
the 
reach of children. 
10. WARNING: Don't test the safety by pulling the trigger while the 
safety is on unless you are absolutely sure the fireann is empty and 
you are pointing away from everyone. 
11. SAFETY FIRST: Be sure of your target and backstop before you 
shoot. 
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12. WARNING: Guns and alcohol or drugs don't mix. Do not shoot or 
handle firearms after comsuming beer, wine, other alcoholic beverages 
or any medications or other drugs that may affect your ability. 
13. WARNING: Never pull a gun towards you by the barrel. Don't 
climb a tree or cross a fence with a loaded gun. 
14. DANGER: Load and unload with the barrel pointed in a safe 
direction. 
15. SAFETY FIRST: If a gun fails to fire when the trigger is pulled, 
keep it pointed at the target for at least 30 seconds. Sometimes slow 
primer ignition will cause a "hang" fire and the cartridge will go off 
after a short pause. 
16. SAFETY FIRST: Never shoot at hard flat smfaces or water, bullet 
may ricochet. 
17. DANGER: When receiving a gun always check that it is unloaded, 
(open cylinder to check if it is empty), even if you saw it done 
previously. 
18. DANGER: Never put your hand over the barrel of a gun. 
19. DANGER: Check ammunition to be sure it is the right size and 
caliber, and that it is not dented. 
20. SAFETY FIRST: Use a proper holster and draw only if you intend 
to shoot 
21. NOTlCE: Never cock the gun until you are ready to shoot. 
22. SAFETY FIRST: Dry firing is bad for this gun, whether the 
hammer block is engaged or not. 
23. DANGER: WHILE HANDLING ANY FIREARM, NEVER 
ALLOW IT TO POINT AT ANY PART OF YOUR BODY OR AT 
ANOTHER PERSON, NO HARM SHOULD RESULT IF YOU 
OBEY THIS RULE, EVEN IF AN ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGE 
OCCURS. 
24. Revolvers have "SIDE BLAST" or "CYLINDER BLAST", hot 
gases and pru.ticles escaping at high speeds to the ·ides orlhe gun fi·om 
the cle.:'lrance gap between the cylinder and barr 1. Keep people behind 
and away from you and keep your hands and body cl.ear of the sides of 
the revolver when firing. 
25. CAUTlON: If there is any reason to suspect that a bullet is 
obstmcting the barrel, immediately unload the frreann and look 
through the bore. 
It is not sufficient to merely look in the chamber. 
26. SAFETY .FIRST: Treat this gun as a precision instmment. 
27. WARNING: Old or reloaded ammtmition may be dangerous. We 
recommend against using it. 
28.SAFETY .FIRST: Never carry handgun in your pocket, purse or 
waist band. Use a pistol case or proper holster with safety flap or strap. 
29.DANGER: Don't try to change your gun's trigger pull, because 
alteration of trigger pull usually affects sear engagement and may 
cause accidental discharge. 
30. DANGER: Never engage a gun lock on a loaded frreatm. 

Write to us concerning any items or circumstances which might relate 
to your safety and the operation of our products. 

ALWAYS KEEP THE MUZZLE POINTED IN A SAFE DIRECTION. 7 
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warning 

Rossi revolvers are manufactured to perform properly with the 
original parts as designed. It i ·your duly to make sure any parts you 
buy are .insrafled correctly and that neither replacements nor originals 
are altered or changed. Your gun is a complex tool w ith many parts 
that must relate correctly to other parts. Putting a gun together wrong 
or with modified parts can result in a damaged gun, danger and injury 
or death to you and others through malfunction. 

Protect Your Eyes And Ears 

Always wear adequate shooting glasses and ear plugs or "ear muff'' 
type protectors whenever you are hooting. 
Always make certain that per ons close to you are similarly 
protected. 

nprotected eyes may be inj'med by powd r, gas, carbon residue, 
lubricant, metallic particles or similar debris which may emanate 
occasionally from any firearm in normal use. 
Without ear protection , repeated exposure to shooting noise will lead 
to cumulative, permanent hearing loss. 
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1. Use only high quality, original, factory-manufactured ammunition. Do not 
use cartridges that are dirty, wet, corroded, bent or damaged. Do not oil 
cartridges. Do not spray aerosol-type lubricants, preservatives, or cleaners 
directly onto cartridges or where excess spray may flow into contact with 
cartridges. Lubricant or other foreign matter on cartridges can cause 
potentially dangerous ammunition malfunctions. 
USE ONLY AMMUNITION OF THE CALIBER FOR WHICH YOUR 
FIREARM IS CHAMBERED. THE PROPER CALIBER IS 
PER!\'lANENTLY ENGRAVED ON YOUR FIREARM; NEVER 
ATTEMPT TO USE AMMUNITION OF ANY OTHER CALIBER. 

2. The use of reloaded, "remanufactured", hand-loaded, or other non­
standard ammunition voids all warranties. Improperly loaded ammunition 
voids all warranties. Improperly loaded ammunition can be extremely 
dangerous. Severe damage to the firearm and serious injury to the shooter or 
to others may result. Always use ammunition that complies with the industry 
performance standards established by the Sporting Arms and Ammunition 
Manufacturers Institute, Inc., of the United States, (SAAMl) or the 
equivalent from other countries. 

3. Firearms may be severely damaged and serious injury to the shooter or to 
others may result fi·om any condition causing excessive pressure inside the 
chamber or barrel during firing . Excessive pressure can be caused by 
obstructions in the baiTei, propellant powder overloads, or by the use of 
incorrect cmtridges or defectively assembled cartJidges. In addition, the use 
of a dirty, con·oded, or damaged crutridge Clln lelld to a burst cartridge case 
and consequent damage to the fit·e.'UJD. and personal injury from Ute sudden 
escape ofhigh-pressure propellant gas within the firearm's mechanism. 

4. Immediately stop shooting and check the barrel for a possible obstruction 
whenever: 
• You have difficulty in, or feel unusual resistance in, chambering a 
cartridge, or 
• A cartridge misfires (does not go off), or 
• The mechanism fails to extract a fired cartridge case, or 
• Unburned grains of propellant powder are discovered spilled in 
mechanism, or 
• A shot sounds weak or abnormal. In such cases it is possible that a bullet is 
lodged pati way down the barrel. Firing a subsequent bullet into the 
ob ·eructed barrel can wreck the firearm and cause serious injury to the 
shooter or to bystanders. 

5 .Bullets can become lodged in the ban·el. 
• If the cartridge has been improperly loaded without propellant powder, or 
if the powder fails to ignite (Ignition of the cartridge primer alone will push 
the bullet out the cartridge case, but usually does not generate sufficient 
energy to expel the bullet completely from the bruTe!). 
• If the bullet is not properly seated tightly in the cmtridge case. 
When such a cartridge is extracted from the chamber without being fired, the 
bullet may be left behind in the bore at the point where the rifling begins. 
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Subsequent chambering of another cartridge may push the first bullet further 
into the bore. 

6. If there is any reason to suspect that a bullet is obstructing the bane!, 
immediately unload the firearm and look through the bore. It is not sufficient 
to merely look in the chamber. A bullet may be lodged some distance down 
the bane! where it can not easily be seen. 

IF ABULLETIS IN THE BORE, DO NOT ATTEMPT TO SHOOTIT OUT 
BY USING ANOTHER CARTRIDGE, OR BY BLOWING IT OUT WITH 
A BLANK OR ONE FROM WHICH THE BULLET HAS BEEN 
REMOVED. SUCH TECHNIQUES CAN GENERATE EXCESSIVE 
PRESSURE, WRECK THE FIREARM AND CAUSE SERIOUS 
PERSONALINJURY. 

If the bullet can be removed with a cleaning rod, clean any unburned powder 
grains from the bore, chamber and mechanism before resuming shooting. If 
the bullet cannot be dislodged by tapping it with a cleaning rod, take the 
firearm to a gunsmith. 

7. Dirt, conosion, or other foreign matter on a cartridge can impede complete 
chambering and may cause the cartridge case to burst upon firing. The same 
is true of cartridges which are damaged or defmmed. 

8. Do not oil cartridges, and be sure to wipe the chamber clean of any oil or 
preservative before commencing to shoot. Oil interferes with the friction 
between cartridge case and chamber wall that is necessa1y for safe 
functioning, and subjects the firearm to stress similar to that imposed by 
excessive pressure. 

9. Use lubricants sparingly on the moving parts of your firearm. Avoid 
excessive spraying of any aerosol firearm care product, especially where it 
may get on ammunition. All lubricants and aerosol spray lubricants in 
particular, can penetrate cartridge primers and cause misfires. Some highly 
penetrative lubricants can also migrate inside cartridge cases and cause 
deterioration ofthe propellant powder; on firing, the powder may not ignite. 
If only the primer ignites, there is danger that the bullet may become lodged 
in the barrel. 

10 ALWAYS KEEP THE MUZZLE POINTED IN A SAFE DIRECTION. 



3-XXXX Document 1-2 Entered on FLSD Docket 05/05/2 

WARNING concerning ammunition marked "+P'' and "+P+" 

Recently there have been many developments by ammunition manufacturers 
and reloaders, not all of them good. It seems some ammunition 
manufacturers and reloaders are in a horsepower race to see who can develop 
the most case pressure and muzzle velocity with little regard for practicality 
or safety. Some of these loads exceed common sense and can virtually tear 
metal apart. Rossi Firearms rated for "+P" ammunition are rated for Sporting 
Arms and Ammunition Manufacturers Institute (SAAMI) compliant "+P" 
ammunition. SAAMI does not recognize any "+P+" ammunition at all. It 
is DANGEROUS to fire "+P+" ammunition in any Rossi firearm and if 
you do so you may be seriously injured or killed. 
In addition, it seems some ammunition marked "+P" is not SAAMI 
compliant either. There are only four calibers that can carry a "+P" 
rating from SAAMI. They are 38 Special +P, 9mm Luger +P, 38 Super 
Automatic and 45 Automatic +P. There are no other SAAMI approved 
"+P" loads. Any ammunition in any other caliber marked "+P" is not 
SAAMI compliant, may be dangerous and should not be used. 

DANGERfor"+P+" 
Never use "Plus -P -Plus" (+P+) rated ammunition in any Rossi firearm. 
The Sporting Arms and Ammunition Manufacturers Institute (SAAMI) does 
not recognize such ratings and such ammunition can be very dangerous. 
Firing such ammunition can cause catastrophic failure in firearms resulting 
in serious bodily injury or death. 

WARNING for "+P" 
Only fire SAAMI rated Plus P ("+P") ammumtlon in Rossi Models 
designated by Rossi for +P use. Firing +P ammunition in other Rossi products 
may be dangerous and can result in serious bodily injury or death. Approved 
Rossi models include, and are limited to, any firearm chambered in 38 
Special. 

WARNING 
Even if your Rossi firearm is rated for Plus P ("+P") ammunition, such 
ammunition generates pressures significantly in excess of the pressures 
associated with standard ammunition. Such pressures may affect the useful 
life of the fireatm or exceed the margin of safety built into many firearms. 
Unless you need +P ammunition, do not use it, pruiicularly for practice. 
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Your Rossi revolver is equipped with an exposed hammer which 
serves as an immediate safety device, indicating instantly by sight or 
touch whether the revolver is cocked. 

The hammer is of the rebounding type, in which the firing pin is not 
thrust into contact with a chambered cartridge except when the 
trigger is pulled. In addition, the hammer-trigger mechanism 
incorporates an internal hammer block which interposes a block of 
steel between the hammer nose and primer. The hammer block is 
withdrawn only when the hammer is cocked, thus preventing an 
accidental discharge should the revolver be dropped, uncocked, and 
sustain a sharp blow on the hammer. 

Therefore, unlike most single- action revolvers, your Rossi revolver 
is mechanically safe when carried with the cylinder fully loaded. 

Finally the revolver cannot be cocked unless the cylinder is fully 
latched shut, nor can the cylinder be opened if the revolver is cocked. 

Warning 

Discharging firearms in poorly ventilated areas, cleaning 
firearms, or handling ammunition may result in exposure to lead 
and other substances known to cause birth defects, reproductive 
harm, and other serious physical injury. Have adequate 
ventilation at all times. Wash hands thoroughly after exposure. 
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